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1. Subject of the license: 
 
Astro-Databank is a database of astrological birth data and related information. 
It is accessible on the Internet if form of a Wiki, at http://www.astro.com/astro-databank/Main_Page 
 
Astrodienst AG invests a lot of resources into the maintenance and expansion of Astro-Databank. It 
has created a small community of data collectors and editors. These editors constantly add to the 
data, constantly update existing data for new events, categories and biographical information.  They 
link insert also links to other free web resources, mostly Wikipedia.  
 
Astrodienst AG licenses the Astro-Databank data collection to developers of astrological software, 
and to individual astrological researchers. Software developers can include subsets of the data 
within their software packages and distribute the data to their customers. Researchers can use the 
full set of data for statistical astrological research. 
 
 

2. Format of data export: 
 
The data collection consists of a set of main entries, mostly for human individuals, but also for 
mundane events like accidents or natural catastrophes. 
 
The format is xml, described here: http://www.astro.com/astro-databank/Help:XML_export_format 
The details of the xml format are subject to change. 
 
Each main entry has several parts, which are marked in the export format as <public_data>, 
<text_data> and <research_data>. 
 

3. Encryption and access to the data: 
 
The data are provided in  xml format. The xml files are zipped and encrypted with a password, wich 
is required for unpacking them. The password is made available by email to each licensee, after 
signing the license. The password changes from time to time, and if a licensee is faced with a 
download he cannot unpack, he must request the latest password from adbdata@astrodatabank.com. 
 
In regular intervals, typically between one and three months, update files are provided containing all 
changes, additions and deletions of the since the last update. 
 

4. Deletions 
 
Deletions are necessary, because sometimes duplicate entries are discovered, or people withdraw 
their data record for reasons of privacy. Deletions are implemented by updating a data record with 



the content of 'delete record'. Such deletions must be forwarded into the database the licensee's 
software maintains, either by a similar overwriting or by a real delete operation. 
 
 
 

5. License conditions: 
 
Before downloading and unpacking a data file, the licensee must agree to these conditions: 
 
5.1. Re-distribution or public use of the data: 
 
The licensee may redistribute and/or publish the data in the <public_data> section. 
He may also redistribute text from the <text_data> section, it a  copyright notice is added for each 
entry, and in the case of Wikipedia copyright, a link to the corresponding Wikipedia entry is 
provided. 
 
The <research_data> sections or parts of it  may not be published or re-distributed. They can only 
be used internally by astrological researchers in their research. 
 
If a licensee wants to provide research features within his software and wants to include elements 
from the <research_data> section is his data usage and/or distribution, he has to negotiate a special 
contract, beyond the scope of this general license, with Astrodienst. 
 
5.2. Automatic update of distributed data 
 
It must be made sure that the distributed data remain up-to-date with the centrally maintained 
Astrodatabank database.  
 
There is an ongoing stream of corrections and additions of data, also of some deletions for privacy 
reasons. About once per month Astrodatabank releases an update file. The licensee has to download 
it, convert it to the format fit for his own application and make it available on his own web server 
for redistribution to his users. 
 
The no longer available, but still functioning Astrodatabank PC software has such a feature, called 
web-update. Astrodienst still supports this feature and publishes updates typically ever week which 
the users of Astrodatabank PC software load into their collection via 'web update'.  
 
The licensee needs to build a similar feature into his software, which makes sure that always the 
latest revision of the database is present in a user's copy, and this feature must be enforced: if an 
Internet connection is available and a user uses Astrodatabank based records, he should be reminded 
periodically to update the database content via download from the software creator's own download 
area. 
 
The goal must be that no user falls behind by more than six months compared to Astrodatabank's 
central data storage. 
 
5.3. Data collection and submission of data to Astrodatabank 
 
The licensee himself and the users of his software must contribute new data or corrections to Astro-
Databank. This is Astrodatabank's main motive to permit inclusion of its data in third party 
software. The founder of Astrodatabank, Lois Rodden, had developed a network of contributors, 
who would, by post and later by email, submit new data to her, for inclusion in her database.  



 
This network exists now only to a small extent and should be revived. 
 
There should be a feature which encourages and enables users to contribute data records they have 
collected for inclusion in Astrodatabank. The standards of Astrodatabank must be observed, i.e. data 
must be classified by their Rodden Rating, source notes must be added, relevant categories 
according to the ADB category system must be chosen.  
 
In another feature, a user should be encouraged to submit corrections to existing ADB entries.  
 
This can be implemented as simply as by providing a form which a user can fill and then submit to 
email to adbdata@astrodatabank.com. 
 
If the licensee maintains his own data collection of persons or events of public interest, he has to 
make these data, at least in an extent equivalent to the <public_data> section, available to 
Astrodatabank for inclusion in its database and redistribution. 
 
5.4 Place of court, applicable law 
 
The license is subject to Swiss law, place of court for any conflict arising out of this license or the 
use of the data is Meilen, Kanton Zürich, Switzerland. 
 
 
Accepted and signed by the licensee: (please type) 
 
Licensee name: __________________________________________ 
 
date and time of birth: _____________________________________ 
 
birth place:                 ______________________________________ 
 
company (if applicable): ___________________________________ 
 
planned usage for/in: ______________________________________ 
 
   ______________________________________ 
 
Licensee postal address: ____________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________________ 
 
Licensee email: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Date of signature: ___________________ 
 
Signature _______________________________________________ 
 
 


